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Fr Francis ‘Sam’ Leeder RIP 
1939—2022 

Parish priest of St Pancras 1981-2019 
 

Fr Leeder, a very devoted and much loved parish priest, died on Sunday, 13th February from a 
heart attack, aged 82. Following a recent knee operation, he was recovering in Ipswich hospi-
tal and was undergoing physiotherapy, although still making use of an oxygen mask, when he 
died unexpectedly late on Sunday afternoon. He is survived by his nephew Christopher and 
niece Jennifer, whose father, Fr Leeder’s slightly younger brother John, died in 2010. 
 

Fr Leeder was born on 12th March 1939, the same day that Pope Pius XII was crowned, to 
Maria from Carlisle and Francis who was from Great Yarmouth. Fr Leeder’s time as parish 
priest of St Pancras was not, of course, his first sojourn in Orwell Place. Having studied for the 
priesthood at Ushaw, Fr Leeder was ordained on 9th June 1963, in the days when East Anglia 
and Northampton were all one diocese, and offered his first Mass at St Joseph’s, Luton, the 
following day. His first placement as a curate was at St Pancras under, first, Canon John 
Thompson, then Fr Edward McBride, and finally Fr Norman Smith, during which time he re-
formed the 12th Ipswich Scout Group. In 1970 he moved to St John’s in Norwich, still six 
years away from becoming a cathedral, before being appointed parish priest of St Thomas’ in 
Woodbridge in September 1973. Fr Leeder returned to St Pancras in July 1981 where he re-
mained until he retired to Melton in August 2019.  
 

How even to begin to recount the countless thousands of kindnesses and amusing anecdotes? 
Stories abound about railways, boating, scouting, pubs, Tavern Evenings, and roundabouts! 
His quirky ways will be remembered by many, and for years to come. Details of the funeral 
arrangements will follow, but in the meantime, we pray that the Angels and saints may wel-
come him into paradise for a long-awaited and well deserved reward. 
 

‘Well done good and faithful servant.’ 
 

Tu es Sacerdos in aeternum secundum ordinem Melchisedech  
 

Requiem æternam dona ei, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat ei. Requiescat in pace. Amen. 



Sick List  Prayers are asked for Rosemary Pease, Jim Convey, Simon Marriage, Mary Driscoll, Leighton Scott, and Philo-
mena Maile.  

Of your charity 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Fr Francis Leeder and Mick Rainbird both of whom have died recently, as well 
for all whose anniversaries occur at this time: Percy Wilson, Joseph Manley, Thomas Copping, Victoria Hilderbrand, Ei-
leen Ledgly, Donald Lovlace, Mervyn Anderson-Hurst, John Maloney, Daniel McCarthy, Francis Ayton, William Wilson, 
Rebecca Cassidy, Anthony Hegarty, John Haworth, Robert Teather, John Curran, Michael Mucha, Kiera Constance, Tere-
sa Osborne, Elizabeth Cronin, Rita Cook, Jessie Turner, Violet Brazier, Dora Bretherton, Annie Samson, George Siegwart, 
Agnes Simmonds, Tom Langley, Mary Langley, Robin Schlee, Ernest Molyneux, Brian Jordan, and John Pitt. Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

Sunday 20th February 2022 
7th Sunday of the Year 
09:30 — Pro Populo 
11:00 — Andrea Wright RIP 
Monday 21st February 
S. Robert Southwell 
10am — Private int. 
Tuesday 22nd February  
The Chair of S. Peter 
8am (TLM) —  Alberto de Pasquale 
Wednesday 23rd  February 
S. Polycarp 
6pm — for the election of a bishop 
 

Confessions before each Mass, Monday—Saturday 

Thursday 24th  February 
Feria 
12:15pm — for Peace in Europe 
Funeral requiem 
2pm — Michael Rainbird RIP 
Friday 25th  February 
Feria 
10am — Holy Souls 
Saturday 26th  February 
Our Lady on Saturday 
10am — Fr Leeder RIP 
Vigil of the 8th Sunday of the Year 
6pm — Pro Populo 
 

Rosary after each Mass, Monday—Friday 

*       *       *       From the parish archives 1970       *       *       * 

 


